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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7 & 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Correggi et al. (US 2003/0168314) (previously cited) in view of Jones 
(US 3,780,884), Lee et al. (US 5,868,549) and Rogers (US 2,864,516). Correggi et al. 
disclose 

• a transposing device 10, 1 1 , 31 for forming layers of plastic bottles that are 
fed in rows (generally indicated as 4), 

• a pallet loader 5 for transferring layers, 

• a conveyor zone 50 situated between a transposing device and a pallet 
loader wherein a conveyor zone is a sliding gripper 50 for a layer and a 
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gripper is movable between a normal parking station 3 of a transposing 

device and a normal receiving station 2 of a pallet loader 5 for layers formed 

by a transposing device, 
• wherein a transposing device 1 0 loads a layer of plastic bottles to a conveyor 

zone 50 and wherein a pallet loader receives picks up a layers of objects 

plastic bottles from a conveyor zone. 
Jones discloses a conveyor zone situated between a transposing device 44 and a pallet 
loader 2 wherein a conveyor zone is a sliding conveyor, e.g. table, 48 for a layer and a 
table is movable between a normal parking station of a transposing device and a normal 
receiving station of a pallet loader for layers formed by a transposing device. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the apparatus of Correggi et al. to include a table that 
moves horizontally between two positions, as per the teachings of Jones, to allow for 
accommodation of a myriad of sizes in layers. Lee et al. discloses a sliding table 50 that 
moves between a parking station and a receiving station. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the apparatus of Correggi to include Lee's sliding table as is well known in 
palletizers. CI /L1 1 -1 7. And, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of Correggi to 
combine Jones moving horizontal supporting conveyor with Lee's sliding table because 
all achieve a predictable result of palletizing layers of articles. 
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Rogers et al. disclose a buffer 10 for intermediate storage of one layer so that 
homogenous layer of articles can be formed on said buffer while a main are is receiving 
a respective layer. C6/L1-35. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of 
Correggi to include a buffer, as per the teachings of Rogers et al., so that homogenous 
layers can be formed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4, 8, 15-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed July 28, 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Correggi's horizontally sliding conveyor 50 conveys a layer between a 
layer forming transposing device 10, 11, 31 and a receiving station wherein a palletizer 
5 grips a layer and places said layer on a pallet. As noted above the combination of 
Jones and Lee discloses a sliding table that moves a layer between a parking station 
and a receiving station of a pallet loader. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GREGORY W. ADAMS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8101 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:30am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez can be reached on (571 ) 272-7097. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Gregory W Adams/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3652 



